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The purpose of this publication is to help you learn more about this important issue. The 
material is general and educational in nature. It is not intended to be legal advice. If you 

need legal advice, you are encouraged to seek the aid of a competent attorney in your 
area. 

 
If Pennsylvania agriculture and America are to remain strong, we must preserve our 

farmland.  We must be able to feed, clothe, and shelter ourselves. 
- Sam Hayes, former Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture 

 

Introduction 

“Today, Pennsylvania leads the nation in total number of farms and total acres 

preserved for agriculture.  Pennsylvania, as a matter of public policy, is preserving 

farmland at a speed greater then any other state.”1  As such, it is vitally important for 

farmers and potential land purchasers alike that attorneys in Pennsylvania be 

knowledgeable and diligent regarding the correct methods to discover and record these 

easements.  The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of these methods. 

What is an Agricultural Conservation Easement? 

 “The Pennsylvania Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase Program 

(“Easement Program”) was developed to strengthen Pennsylvania’s agricultural economy 

and protect prime farmland.  This program enables state and county governments to 

purchase conservation easements from farmers.”2   An agricultural conservation 

easement is defined under Pennsylvania law as “an interest in land…which represents the 
                                                 
1  Farmland Preservation pamphlet, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
2   Id 
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right to prevent the development or improvement of the land for any purpose other than 

agricultural production.”3   The Easement Program differs from the Clean and Green Act 

(“C&G”) in that the Easement Program is intended to be perpetual and thus permanently 

preserve farmland, whereas C&G “is designed to protect farmland… by taxing land 

according to its farmland rather than market value.”4   Under G&G, “land taken out of 

agricultural use becomes subject to a roll-back tax for up to seven years, plus six percent 

interest.”5   

Statutory Recording Requirements 

 Deeds for Agricultural Conservation Easements are made pursuant to the 

Agricultural Area Security Law (“The Act”).6   Whereas it is required that deeds for land 

granted C&G status be assigned separate docket numbers, agricultural conservation 

easements are added to the existing deed.7  When the deed is transferred upon the sale of 

the preserved land, the law requires that the deed of easement be copied verbatim and 

made a part of the new deed.  This requirement helps to ensure that subsequent 

purchasers do not overlook the easement.  Thus, the most appropriate method of filing a 

deed for a conservation easement is to follow all statutory requirements.   

Conclusion 

 It is crucial to the preservation of Pennsylvania’s farmland that conservation 

easements be properly recorded.  Becoming aware of and following the statutory 

requirements governing the correct method for recording easements will help to ensure 

                                                 
3  3 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. §903 
4   Id 
5   Id 
6  3 Pa. Cons. Stat.  Chapter 14A. Agricultural Security Area 
7   Some counties such as Cumberland County may list the easement under the category “non-taxable  
    miscellaneous docket” which serves as a “catch-all” for easements that do not specifically require a  
    separate docket number. 
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that Pennsylvania’s farmland is preserved for future generations, and thus that 

Pennsylvania’s number one industry remain strong. 
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