PPOL 897 — Special Topics — Governance, Public Values, and the Law
Fall Semester 2024

Instructor: Professor Anthony Bertelli, Ph.D, J.D.
Sherwin-Whitmore Professor of Public Policy and Political Science
Affiliate Faculty, Penn State Law
tonybertelli.com

Email: bertelli@psu.edu

Time: Mondays, 1:30PM - 4:30PM

Classroom:  Willard Bldg. 173

Course Description

This course examines the design of governance structures from a values perspective. Governance
structures are configurations of institutions (rules or norms) that govern the practice of public
administration and the implementation of public policy. Contemporary governance includes a wide
variety of such structures, from the bureaucratic hierarchies to participatory mini-publics. We explore
how theories about public values — particularly democratic values — explain different ways in which
governance structures help to maintain a state’s commitment to those values. Our study is informed
by theoretical and empirical literatures in state building and state capacity, democracy, and public
administration and policy. Because governance structures have essential features that are enshrined in
law, we will engage with literatures in administrative law. Because the examples of governance
structures we consider are from a variety of national contexts, we will engage literatures that are cross-
national and comparative, providing students with an advanced understanding of the role of
governance structures in democratic societies.

Graduate students in any field are welcome! Please contact me via email should you have questions.
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