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Purpose of a 
Research Log

Old Guidance

A Developing 
Disaster…

The Solution



KEY REASONS FOR REQUIRING A RESEARCH LOG

1

• Assess each 
student’s 
individual 
research 
process

2

• Help 
students 
track their 
own research 
path

3

• Assess each 
student’s 
ability to 
course 
correct

4

• Assess 
whether 
students are 
adapting their 
strategy as 
they learn new 
information



 I do NOT care the format.

 I just want you to show me what you looked at, what you 
found there (even if nothing), and where that took you next.

 Must include:

 Descriptive words or Boolean searches you used

 Key numbers and headnotes tracked down

 Critical cases found and accepted

 Cases you initially found useful but eventually rejected (and why)

 Statutes reviewed (whether useful or not – explain usefulness)

 Other sources reviewed (whether useful or not – explain 
usefulness)

 Whether authorities are good law

MY INITIAL 
RESEARCH LOG 
INSTRUCTIONS



A DEVELOPING 
DISASTER…

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://fabiusmaximus.com/2017/01/31/trump-forces-repeal-of-excess-regulations/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


GUIDED RESEARCH LOG

1. Getting Started (Pre-Research)

2. Mining a Secondary Source 

3. Transitioning to Primary 
Authorities

4. Expanding Your Research

5. Reassessing While Researching

6. Finishing Your Research
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.pngall.com/solution-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


GUIDED RESEARCH 
LOG: GETTING 
STARTED MATERIAL



GUIDED RESEARCH 
LOG: SECONDARY 
SOURCE RESEARCH



GUIDED RESEARCH LOG: TRANSITIONING TO PRIMARY AUTHORITY



GUIDED RESEARCH LOG: EXPANDING THE RESEARCH



GUIDED RESEARCH LOG: REASSESSING WHILE RESEARCHING



Pro: Logs shorter 
and more focused

Pro: Students 
expressed less 
(but not zero) 

frustration

Neutral: 
Students spent 

the same 
amount of time 
on the research 

Con: Logs not as 
personal

TAKEAWAYS



QUESTIONS? 
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