
Muslim Ban 2.0 Litigation
On January 27, 2017 President Trump issued an executive order (Muslim Ban 1.0)  suspending the refugee admissions programs for 120 days and 

denying entry of nationals from seven Muslim-majority countries for a period of at least 90 days.  That order was immediately blocked by court 

challenges.  On March 6, 2017, President Trump issued a revised executive order (Muslim Ban 2.0), which among other things, maintained the 

120-day suspension of the refugee admissions program. It also suspended the entry of nationals from six Muslim-majority countries (Iran, Libya, 

Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Yemen) and imposed heightened screening and vetting requirements from nationals from a seventh Muslim-majority 

country (Iraq).

March 6

•President 
Trump signs 
Muslim Ban 
2.0.  The 
Executive 
Order includes 
10-day “grace 
period,” and so 
has an 
effective date 
of March 16.

March 15

•A Hawaii federal 
district court 
issues a 
temporary 
restraining order 
on sections 2 (six 
country travel 
restrictions) and 
6 (suspension of 
refugee 
admissions) 
based largely on 
the likelihood 
that plaintiffs 
would succeed on  
their First 
Amendment 
Establishment 
Clause 
challenge. This 
TRO was 
converted into a 
preliminary 
injunction on 
March 29.

March 16

•A Maryland 
federal district 
court issues a 
preliminary 
injunction 
blocking Section 2 
of the ban based 
largely on the 
likelihood that 
plaintiffs would 
succeed on 
statutory 
grounds, 
specifically 
section 202(a) of 
the Immigration 
and Nationality 
Act.

May 25

•The Fourth 
Circuit Court 
of Appeal 
upholds the 
Maryland 
court’s 
injunction 
with strong 
language 
about the 
likely 
constitutional 
violations 
under the 
Establishment 
Clause of the 
First 
Amendment.

June 1

•DOJ files 
applications to 
the Supreme 
Court to stay 
(overrule) the 
injunctions 
issued by the 
Maryland and 
Hawaii courts 
and also files a 
petition for 
certiorari 
asking the 
Supreme 
Court to hear 
the cases.  
Plaintiffs in 
both cases 
make clear 
they will 
oppose these 
actions. 

June 12

•The Ninth 
Circuit Court 
of Appeals 
upholds the 
decision of the 
Hawaii court 
judge finding 
that the ban is 
likely to 
violate the 
Immigration 
and 
Nationality 
Act. 

June 14

•The federal 
government 
issues a memo 
“declaring” 
that the 
effective date 
of the ban is to 
begin after all 
injunctions 
and stays have 
been lifted.

June 19

•The Ninth 
Circuit grants 
a motion by 
the federal 
government to 
begin 
implementing 
another 
section of 
Muslim Ban 
2.0 pertaining 
to a review of 
other 
countries' 
vetting 
procedures for 
visa 
applicants.

June 26

•The Supreme 
Court issued a 
partial stay on the 
district court 
injunctions, 
extending the ban 
to any individual 
from one of the six 
designated 
countries or 
refugee who does 
not have a “bona 
fide relationship” 
to a person or 
entity in the U.S.. 
The Supreme 
Court also granted 
a petition for 
certiorari, agreeing 
to hear the cases. 
The Court will 
hear the case 
during the October 
2017 term. 
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